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There are a number of concepts that form the basis for the definition of our lives. These include freedom, law, justice, religion, morality, rhetoric, righteousness, technology, media, killing, government, right or wrong, good or bad, money, advertising, the soul, and other ideas that surround our lives. These concepts are key to our existence even though there are also some loopholes that exist in them such as justice and ethics. Even though the lives of people are greatly determined by these concepts and factors, the reality is that our humanity is dependent on specific aspects in our lives such as how those around us see and judge us. Therefore, humanity is often judged from how others view our actions in relation to how those actions affect and impact the lives of others. Civilization however plays a big role in understanding our humanity and also the judgement of our actions by others which consequently affects the general underpinnings of our humanity. This paper delves in the analysis of some of the concepts that determine humanity based on my viewpoint. It is heavily derived from a careful analysis of the concepts through critical thinking, philosophical analysis and real-life observation in relation to definition of humanity and humane behaviour. Therefore, we are human because we act in a manner that accords justice and empathy to others and since as human beings we determine our human nature through the judgement of the actions of those around us, and since we treat others with dignity and respect, we exhibit a high level of civilization and therefore, yes, we are civilized.
Are we Human?
We are indeed human despite the differences that exist within us which might corrupt the true definition of a human. Since a human is an earthly being who is a man, we cannot deny that fact. We are therefore human if the definition is given on the basis of a noun. This gives man a standard which therefore differentiates him from animals or other beings that are not human. This stands even though sometimes our character might reflect behaviors that are not humane. Humane restricts our actions and requires us to act in a manner that causes the least harm. Most of the time, this is never observed which makes may wonder whether we are progressive in nature or whether we are moving towards degradation. This forms the main reason as to why there remains a lot of doubt and questions on whether we are human or not. This, however, does not override the fact that we are indeed human. Therefore, we are human with a lot of reasons which can be given as proof of the same. 
Our human nature remains even though corrupted through a lot of learning that takes place in life. Our inherent ability to think makes us human beings. We are all able to reason even though our reasoning varies depending on social-cultural orientations but as humans, we all have the power to reason which makes us able to make decisions whether good or bad. Having a head and four limbs may not be a definition of human since even animals such as monkeys have the same even though anyone can see a clear distinction between such primates and us. The revolution that continues to hit the world today in terms of technological advancement, the pressing question on the good and bad and right and wrong are amongst the concepts which clearly bring about a distinction making us indeed human (Blundell 12). Furthermore, the adjectival description which brings out characters such as sympathy, kindness and the ability to learn which involves acquiring information clearly gives a proof that we are indeed human. Those with contrary opinions have always based their view on a few contracting behaviour which they observe in some humans that may not reflect our true nature. However, that cannot be used to cancel such an established fact.
There are certain characteristics which are also distinct for us irrespective of our religious or social backgrounds. Our ability to show love and receive the same is indeed unique which makes it our main unifying factor. Our human life would automatically loose meaning if love was taken out of the equation. Love being a feeling of fondness towards each other is common to all humans. This explains why we feel attracted to our marriage partners and even our children with a love which drives us to provide and even protect them at all costs. This is a human character common to all even though the degree of its expression might vary depending on relationships and the differences on how we were all brought up. Furthermore, our pursuit of spiritual life is unique. We all have a vital principle i.e. the spirit even though our definition of the same has significant differences. This is because of the different religions in the world which give us the definitions that are different. Religion which tries to make us pursue a higher power has a focus on this dimension of our lives. Humans crave for something higher which is common in all of us is a clear indicator that there exists a difference that makes us indeed human, a character that is shaped by various aspects that seem distinct to us alone (Blundell, 3) 
The Question of Civilization
The fact that we judge other’s actions and other people also judge our actions in terms of the effects they create to others, we are civilized. We are also civilized because we embrace justice and fairness to all in our lives and in our interactions. Yes, we have civilization. Since to civilize basically involves bringing out of savage, we can proudly say that is what has happened and continues to happen even today. What we are today is not what we were sometimes back. We have evolved over time since civilization encompasses an advanced state of human development that touches on the society i.e. companionship, and friendly association with others, better cultural practices and technological shifts. These aspects have evolved over time in an effort to better both our lives and the environment that we live in (Freud, 1).  Therefore we have a civilization. The only question remains whether the civilization is human or not which I believe is a question that arises different opinions and discussions. 
Our civilization is indeed humane. Take for instance technological advancements that we have experienced. They are all meant to make life better and easier which is part of civilization. Communication between human has now improved making the world a global village which therefore acts to reduce human distance which develops relationships and better civil life. Citizens today can relate better to each other through links that are now possible because of the social media. Exchange of information has improved, which implies a boost in the interchange of ideas that has led to better human lives. This is evidence that the civilization is indeed human. Even though these technologies have sometimes been misused, we cannot use that as a basis to make them inhuman. Furthermore, learning has now been improved through easy access to information through internet making humans advanced and at a better position to reason compared to the first-century man who had limited access to most of the technological advancements witnessed today.  
Since human has to do with possession of qualities that befit human beings, civilization has indeed qualified to be referred to us humane. Can you think of the world without better modes of transportation such as vehicles and airplanes? How would the world be? Men would still travel long distances to access what they need. Furthermore, a reflection on the foods we have today tells it all. We no longer struggle to access better foods, thanks to civilization. Medication has also improved assuring us of better healthcare. This has seen a reduction in the infant mortality rate assuring people of better lives. Is this not humane? Unlike in the past where any illnesses would kill people, civilization has made it possible to access better healthcare assuring us of living standards that befit human beings. Almost all spheres have undergone positive transformation due to the civilization that we have undergone.
Governing people is one of the most difficult things. Education has however come strongly to make individuals in a better position to be managed. Behavior adjustment has taken place ensuring that we are now able to relate more humanly unlike in the past. Take for instance, due to civilization we no longer struggle to give women better position in the society. Discrimination based on gender and sex has gradually gone down which reflects the impact of such a change in the society. Women can today obtain formal education and even better jobs in the society without intimidation and discriminations which ensured they do not rise to their potential in the society. This is great evidence that such civilization is aimed at making humans live better. 
There are a number of negative impacts of such a civilization which should not be ignored. Wars have advanced making it possible for mass killings for instance through religious affiliations something that has come by due to civilization. There has arisen different religions with differing belief systems which make the society worried about what is right or wrong since the definition has been seen to vary significantly. Furthermore, better weapons of war can now be used which has seen an increase in the crimes in the societies that we live today. However, these disadvantages cannot be used to argue that the civilization that we have is not a human one. In fact, all civilization that has come is aimed at making the lives of human better. The only thing that causes trouble is when they are misused causing harm to other members of our societies. Societal values have therefore developed further due to such a change that has occurred over time. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, it is indeed true that we are human beings with qualities that make us unique. These include our ability to learn, love and civilize. These aspects cannot be observed to advance in the lives of other animals which gives us confidence in our position that we are above those other animals and thus humane. This is however not a denial of the fact that there are some weaknesses that make humans behave in a way that is contrary making many to doubt on our civilization. We have however civilized which marks a difference in the lives we live today and the life those that came before us lived. We have experienced a change in education, governance and the medical world as well. These changes can be attributed to the technological advancements recently experienced. It should not be forgotten that all these civilizations are human even though some corruption has occurred making other individuals to argue that the civilization we see is inhuman. I believe such an argument is limited and not based on facts. 


Works Cited
Blundell, Sue. The Origins of Civilization in Greek and Roman Thought (Routledge Revivals). Routledge, 2016. P 2-4. 
Freud, Sigmund. Civilization and its discontents. Broadview Press, 2015. P 1-2. 
Searle, John. Making the social world: The structure of human civilization. Oxford University Press, 2010.





